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Project Title:  Knowledge of Symptomsin Adults at Risk for Heart Attack

Abstract: DESCRIPTION: (provided by applicant) The purpose of this proposal isto
identify the cluster of symptoms that is commonly recognized by the lay public to represent
Acute Myocardial Infarction (AMI). The specific aims of the study are: 1) to describe the
cluster of symptoms representing AMI in the general population at risk for cardiac disease
and 2) to compare and contrast the symptom clusters that younger and older persons
identify as representative of AMI. Symptoms of AMI are varied and unique to each
individual. When an individual experiences symptoms, they ook to their personal history
and knowledge base to identify and label these symptoms and ultimately seek treatment.
There has been limited research regarding the actual knowledge base of the lay population
regarding symptoms of AMI. There are no studies that attempt to identify a cluster of
symptoms that is perceived to be representative of AMI. This exploratory study will utilize
Q methodol ogy which combines both qualitative and quantitative methods to describe an
individual ?s unique under standing of a situation. A card sort instrument will be developed
and utilized to identify AMI symptom clusters as perceived by persons with known cardiac
disease who are at high risk for developing AMI. Correlation and factor analysis will be
performed on a by-person basis to identify a common point of view regarding symptoms of
AMI. Results of this study will provide insight into the knowledge base of the lay public
regarding AMI symptoms and provide a background for educational programs designed to
educate the public related to symptoms of AMI.

Thesaurus Terms:
comprehension, disease /disorder proneness /risk, heart disorder, myocardial infarction,
self examination, sign /symptom
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age difference, belief, cardiovascular disorder education, experience, perception
behavioral /social science research tag, clinical research, evaluation /testing, human
subject, predoctoral investigator, statistics /biometry
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